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SULLIVAN — When it comes to 
Christmas lights, the fanciest most 
people get is a string of blinking icicle 
lights hanging from the front porch. 
Throw in a light-up reindeer display 
and you’ll really put the neighbors to 
shame. 

This is, of course, unless your neigh-
bor is Randy McHugh.

For four years, the Sullivan man 
has strung his house and yard with 
thousands of lights that blink on and 
off in time, choreographed to an hour-
long show of Christmas music.

McHugh, an electrical engineer by 
day, began the tradition as a pure 
hobby after he took over the holiday 
decorating duties from his wife, Katie.

“Originally it started because my 
wife used to put the lights out on the 
side of our house, and I would get ha-
rassed because the lights would stay 
up until July,” he said. “So we had an 
agreement: I would do the lights if I 
could do them however I want. Which, 
she got suckered in and said yes. The 
more we do the closer to divorce we 
are.”

Captivated by the “extreme Christ-
mas lights trend” that has spread 
throughout the country via YouTube 

videos, McHugh decided to experi-
ment himself, and the idea only has 
grown from year to year. 

“The first year it was 16 or 20 chan-
nels,” he said. A “channel” is a single 
prop or string of lights that can be 
individually controlled. “The second 
year was a little more, last year really 
got big, and then this year I added in 
all the new props and the new LEDs 
showed up.”

Now, McHugh’s display contains 
144 different channels, all painstak-
ingly individually programmed for 
two different shows.

Though he began the show purely 
as a hobby, sometime over the last few 
years, McHugh also realized he could 
use the display’s popularity for good. 
Now he puts the call out and asks 
anyone who enjoys the display to con-
sider donating to the Sullivan Fire 

Sullivan light and music show raises fire funds
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Season’s Greetings

Peace and Joy all the year long...

Helenville Mutual
Insurance Co.
Hwy 18, Helenville

Phone: (920) 674-5188

A Great and Mighty Wonder

May His perfect 
gift to us give 

you joy in this 
season and 
throughout 

the year.

“For unto you is 
born this day...

a Savior.”

Luke 2:11

Cloute, Inc.
www.clouteinc.om

920-563-4101

LIGHTS, MUSIC, CHRISTMAS! — This season 
marks Sullivan resident Randy McHugh’s fourth 
year of running an hour-long choreographed 
Christmas light and music show on the exterior 

of his home. As an electrical engineer, McHugh 
uses his skills to coordinate over 4,000 lights to 
blink in time with close to an hour of Christmas 
music, broadcast over radio station 101.1. Shown 

above left, McHugh works on the light show for 
the 2014 holiday season, nearly a year ahead of 
time. Above right is a scene from this years’ light 
and music show.


